THEME 16 THE IDEA OF JAPAN [I]
P.A.C. O'CONNOR

WEEK 2 Phases in the o Images and ideas
idea of Japan .

Week 2, Reading 1: Phases in the Western Idea of Japan

Phases in the Western Idea of Japan In Britain, Japan’s image or the ‘idea’ of Japan has
been described by the Historian Richard Storry as developing in three historical stages:

Historian Images Period

RICHARD STORRY (1979) | Exotic Japan / Lotus Land | 1850s-1910s
Our Gallant Ally 1902-15
Japan the Menace 1910s-1945
The Post-War Phoenix 1945-¢.1964
The Busy Bee 1960s-1990s

More recently, two writers on Japan have maintained that the image of Japan is not confined
to historical stages but is a mixture of images that has relevance at any time.

Writer Images Period

FREDERICK SCHODT Friend, Foe, Model, Mirror | Images are thematic and

(1994) belong to no fixed period.

IAN LITTLEWOOD Aliens, Aesthetes They accumulated in the

(1996) Butterflies, Samurai past and they all apply
today.

Whether we call it a ‘menace’, or a ‘foe’, or an ‘alien’, one image common to all three
descriptions of Japan is the threat. The Threat or Menace Image endangers the West. That is,
Western values and Western political and commercial interests in East Asia.

In Britain, this idea of Japan as a threat began to gain strength around 1916, as a result of
the Twenty-One Demands crisis of 1915 [ 21 ] in which Japan attempted to
impose political conditions on China that would have allowed her to exert undue influence
there. By the 1920s, books on the Japanese ‘menace’ to the West and East Asia were fairly
common, and in some cases extremely popular among British readers. These books eclipsed
the British taste for the Exotic Japan that had been so popular at the turn of the century, and
especially for the ‘bushido’ of our Gallant Ally Japan, which caught the Western imagination
when Japan’s defeated Russia in 1904-5.

The Menace image became fixed around 1931 and grew until Hiroshima and Nagasaki and
the defeat of Japan in 1945. In the 1950s and 1960s, Japan rose from the ashes to become the
Phoenix [ ]. From the 1960s until the bubble burst in the 1990s, Japan was seen as the
Busy Bee.

Let’s look at some images and see where they fit.




Week 2, Reading 2: Images and ideas
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Week 2, Reading 3:

1. 1540 -1640

2. 1850 -1914

3.1940 -1952

4.1960 -

1970
1979
1996
1994
1850 -1910
1910 —1945
1950 —-1980
4 1639 1868




1939

1920

1930




The Idea of Japan Week 2 QUESTIONNAIRE

STUDENT NAME NUMBER DATE

LOOK AT THE PICTURES IN READING 2. WHICH IMAGE OF JAPAN DO THEY REPRESENT? WRITE DOWN THE
IMAGE. THEN EXPLAIN WHY YOU THINK SO.

PICTURE | IMAGE: BECAUSE...
1
PICTURE | IMAGE: BECAUSE...
2
PICTURE | IMAGE: BECAUSE...
3
PICTURE | IMAGE: BECAUSE...
4
PICTURE | IMAGE: BECAUSE...
5
PICTURE | IMAGE: BECAUSE...
6
PICTURE | IMAGE: BECAUSE...
-
PICTURE | IMAGE: BECAUSE...
8
PICTURE | IMAGE: BECAUSE...
9

MAYBE SOME PICTURES DON’T FIT ANY IMAGE. WHICH ONES ARE THEY?
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