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WEEK 7 JAPAN THE VICTIM HIROSHIMA, NAGASAKI AND TOKYO

Reading 1: Critical Reports 1

— The Daily Express, [UK], September 5 1945
— T,

e ol Tk - THE ATOMIC PLAGUE
\ g ‘I Write This As A Warning To The World’
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Here is his story from —

HIROSHIMA, Tuesday
IN HIROSHIMA, 30 days after the first atomic bomb destroyed the city and shook the world, people
are still dying, mysteriously and horribly — people who were uninjured in the cataclysm — from an
unknown something which | can only describe as atomic plague.

Hiroshima does not look like a bombed city. It looks as if a monster steamroller had passed over it
and squashed it out of existence. | write these facts as dispassionately as | can in the hope that they
will act as a warning to the world.

In this first testing ground of the atomic bomb | have seen the most terrible and frightening
desolation in four years of war. It makes a blitzed Pacific island seem like an Eden. The damage is far
greater than photographs can show.

When you arrive in Hiroshima you can look around and for 25, perhaps 30 square miles, you can
hardly see a building. It gives you an empty feeling in the stomach to see such man-made devastation.

I picked my way to a shack used as a temporary police headquarters in the middle of the vanished
city. Looking south from there I could see about three miles of reddish rubble. That is all the atomic
bomb left of dozens of blocks of city streets, of buildings, homes, factories and human beings.

STILLTHEY FALL

There is just nothing standing except about 20 factory chimneys — chimneys with no factories. |

looked west. A group of half a dozen gutted buildings. And then again nothing...

The editor of the Daily Express, Arthur Christensen, pulled the headline, ‘I Write This As A Warning
To The World” from Burchett’s text. This was the essence of what Burchett’s report: a warning, and it
was courageous of the Express to print it at the time.




Readings 2: Critical Report 2: The New Yorker, August 31 1946

A REPORTER AT LARGE

HIROSHIMA

I~A NOISELESS FLASH

T exactly fifteen minutes past eight
A in the morning, on Augnost b,
1945, Japanese tinie, at the
moment wher the atomic bomb fashed
above Hivoshima, Miss Troshike Sasaki,
a clerk in the persannel department of

the East Asia Tin Waorks, had just sav

down at her place in the plant office
and was purning her head o speak
to the wirl at the next desk, At that
aime’ moment, Dr, Masakazu Fujii
wis settling down cross=legged to read
the Osikn Asahi on the poreh pi his
private hegpital, overhanging one of
the seven deltaiy rivers which divide
Hirgshima; Mrs. Hatsiyo Nakanura,
a tailor’s widnw, stopd by the window
af her kitchen, watching o neighbor
tearing down his house becayse it lay
fn the path of an air=raid-defense: fire
lane; Father Wilthelm Kleinsorge, a
German priest of the Society nf Jesus,
reclined in his: underwenr ona' cot
an the top fHoor of his order’s threes
story mission house, reading o Jesuit
magnzine, Stimmen der Zeity Dy
Terufumi Saszki, a voung member of
the surgicil staff of the ciy's large,
modern Red Cross Flaspital, walked
along one of the  hospieal - corridors
with o bluod specimen for a Wasser-
mann test in his hand ;. amd the Rev-
erend  Mr. Kivoshi Tanimato, pastar
of the Hiroshima MNethadist Chureh,
pavsed at the dooe of 3 rich man's honse
i Koi, the vity's western suburh, and
prepared to unload o handeare full of
things hie had evacuated from town in
fear of the massive B=29 raid which
everyone expected Hiroshima to suffer.
A hundred thousand people were killed
by the atomic hombs; and these six were
among the survivers. They stll won-
der why they lived when so many ochers

died.  Each of them counts many
small items of chance or volition—a
step taken in time, a decision w0 po in-
donrs, catching nne streetear instead
of the next—that spared him. And now
eich knows that in the act of survival
he lived a dozen lives and saw more
death than he ever thought he would
see. At the time, npone of them knew
anything.

HE Reverend Mr, Tanimota got

up at five o'clock that morning,
He was alone in the pirsonige, hecase
for some time his wife had been com-
muting with their vear-old haby tospend
nights with a friend i Ushida, a suburh
tor the north. O all the impartant cities
of Japan, only twa, Kyoto and Hirg-
shima; hud not been visited in strength
by B-senry or My, B, as the Japanese,
with n mixture of respect and anhappy
familmeity, called the B-2%94 and My,
Tanimoto, like all lis neighbors and
frionds, was almast sick with anxiety,
He had heard ancsmfortably detniled
aceounts of mass raids on Kure, Twa-

A ()p—r—————"
TO OUR READERS

The New Yorker this week de-
votes its entire editorial space to
an article on the almost complete
abliteration of a city by one
atomic bomb, and what happened
to the people of that city, It does
g0 in the conviction that few of
us have yet comprehended the
all but incredible destructive
power of this weapon, and that
everyotie might well take time
to congider the terrible implica-
tions of its use.

—THE EDITORS

kuni, Tokuwama, and other neirhy
townss he wis sure Hiroshima's turn
would comye soon. He had slepe hadly
the night hefore, hecause there had been
several air=raid warnings:  Hiroshima
lad heen petting such warnings almost
every night for weeks, for at that time
the B-29s were using Lake Biwa,
nnrthenst of Hireshima, a5 a rendez-
wone point, and no matter what ciey the
Americans planned to hie, the Spper-
fortrésass streamed i over the copst
neat Hiroshima, T'he frequency of the
warnings and the continued abstinence
of Mr. B with respect to Hiroshima bad
made its cinzens Jittery; A ramoe was
going around that the Americans were
saving something special for the ity
Mr. Tanimot i a small man, quick
to talk, lauph, and ery. ‘He weirs his
black hair parted m the middle and
rather long; the pramivence af the
frontal bones just above his eyebrows
and the smallness of his® mustache,
moaith, and ehin give him o strangze,
uld=yaung look, boyish and yet wise,
weatk and yet fiery. He moves nervous-
Iy and fast, but with a restraint which
suggests that he s 4 cantinus, thought-
ful man, He showed, indeed, just those
qualities in the uneasy daye before the
bomby feéll. Besides having his wife

spend the nights in Ushida,” M Thni-

moto lad been carrying all the portibls
things from his church, in the close-
packed residental districe called Naga-
ragawi, toa house that helonred o
a rayvon manufacturer in Koi, two
miles from the center of twn, The
riyan man, a Mr, Matsui, Fad opened
lis chen uneccupied estate to a large
number of s friends and acguaintances,
so that thes miglt evacuste whatever
they wished to # safe diseance from the




Reading 2...

THE LONG ARTICLE “HIROSHIMA” BY JOHN HERSEY took up
the entire 31 August 1946 issue of The New Yorker. There were
no advertisements and no other articles. Hersey interviewed
people in Hiroshima and wrote about what happened to them
in a documentary style, reporting the facts of their experience
in flat, plain language. The article caused a sensation and that
issue of The New Yorker sold out within hours. The
Book-of-the-Month club sent a free copy in book form to all its
members. The text was also broadcast on the radio in the US
and Great Britain and continued to be broadcast into the

ATOMIC BOMBS

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES
Sir,—1 have just been reading Juhn Hersoy's
account of the effects of the atomic bombs
d.mfpml on Hiroshima and Magasaki., They
make an interesting footnote to Mr., Churchill's

claim that the atomic bomb is now, fortunately, |-

only available 1o 2 nation which ¢an be trusted
{1 quote from memory) “ only to use it in the
imterests of peace and justice.” Would Mr.
Churchill now explain how the interests of

ce or_justice {or whatever were the virtues

e mentioned} could ever be served by the
massacre, n circumstances of unspeakable
horror, of tens of thousands of defenceless
women and children 7 )

There are the makings of another interesting
speculation here—in fact, of several. 'We dte,
for example, continually being told that it is
no defence of the soldiers and sailoes on trial
at Muremberg w0 say that they were mercly
obeying orders ; in fact, that they should have
disobeyed orders which were clearly opposed
to humanity and the * laws of war.” What
then about the airmen who were ordered to
drop this token of progress on the nurseries
and maternity homes of Hiroshima ?

Finally, | trust that when the first atomic
bomb is dropped on London we shall all be
** sporting ™' enough to concede that the enemy
too has a perfect right to * save the lives of
thousands of his gallant fighting men.”

I am, 5ir, your obedient servant,
5. V. POLLO
20, Telford Avenue, 5.W.2, Sepr. 23. cK

1950s.

Hersey had been sent to
Japan by The New Yorker
in May 1946. He spent
three weeks interviewing
and collecting material in Hiroshima and elsewhere,
then returned to the US to finish the article.

Steve Rothman, an American student of Hersey’s
article, wrote a thesis on the subject in which he
assessed the effect of the article on world opinion:

“The direct effect of "Hiroshima" on the American
public is difficult to gauge. No mass movement
formed as a result of the article, no laws were
passed, and reaction to the piece probably didn't
have any specific impact on U. S. military strategy
or foreign policy. But certainly the vivid depictions
in the book must have been a strong contributor to
a pervasive sense of dread (and guilt) about
nuclear weaponry felt by many Americans ever
since August 1945,

This sense of guilt contributed directly to the
conversion of Japan from the Menace of the 20s and

late 30s to the postwar Victim, a process which itself contributed to Japan’s recovery (the

postwar Phoenix

) and status as the world’s most committed anti-nuclear nation.

However, managing this process required a switch of focus away from the experiences of
other Japanese civilians bombed by the US in Tokyo.

"In some sort of crude sense which no vulgarity, no humor, no overstatement can
guite extinguish, the physicists have known sin; and this is a knowledge which they
cannot lose." —J. Robert Oppenheimer



http://www.herseyhiroshima.com/nyk12.jpg

READING 3: : THE TOKYO BOMBING OF 1945

The atomic bombing  of
2 Hiroshima on August 6 instantly
k5 resulted in about 80,000 deaths
from the bomb and its effects, and
a further 120,000 deaths in the
years that followed.
The atomic bombing  of
Nagasaki on August 9 killed
=% 26,000 instantly and injured
& 40,000 more.
The incendiary bombing of
Tokyo in the 8 months
= January-August 1945  Killed
500,000 people in Tokyo and
caused 10,000,000 people to flee
the city. On one night alone, March 10 1945, 100,000 Tokyo civilians were killed.
The first "fire bomb" raid was on Kobe on o L
a'h

February 3, 1945 and following relative success
the AAF continued the tactic. Much of the armor
and the defensive weapons of the bombers were
also removed to allow increased bomb loads,
Japanese air defence in terms of night-fighters and
anti-aircraft guns was so feeble it was hardly a risk.
The first such raid on Tokyo was on the night of
February 23-24 when 174 B-29s destroyed around
one square mile of the city. Following on that
success 334 B-29s raided on the night of March
9-10, dropping around 1,700 tons of bombs. Around 16 square miles (41 km?) of the city were
destroyed and over 100,000 people are estimated to have died in the "fire storm™. It was the
most destructive conventional raid of the war against Japan. In the following two weeks there
were almost 1,600 further sorties against the four cities, destroying 31 square miles in total at
a cost of only 22 aircraft. There was a third raid on Tokyo on May 26. [Wikipedia]

In 58 years (1945-2003) the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki have had a far
higher news profile than the fire bombing of Tokyo. The mushroom cloud of the
Hiroshima bomb and the building at the epicentre of the bomb are part of global
iconology, recognised everywhere. Why are the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
remembered and commemorated (Peace Park, memorials, novels and films, stamps,
school visits) more than the bombing of Tokyo? Points to bear in mind: Japan is the only
nation to have experienced atomic bombing. It was not the first nation but among the
first nations to bomb civilian populations: most notably in China. Is the higher profile of
the atomic bombings just an example of successful news management?

Aftermath of the Tokyo firebombing
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