Biographical Writing Week 7: Writing Resources

Thinking some more around the question, ‘What is ordinary?’, take a look at this short video based on David Foster Wallace’s Commencement Speech to Kinyon College. It has a lot to say about the average day, about the ‘default mindset’, about how it should be and about how it is, and about awareness (without giving moral advice) and the ‘capital T Truth’. 

In the context of the diary you are studying, try and think a little bit more deeply about the person who wrote it. Does he accept his lot? Does she accept hers? Do they ever ask, “Is this all there is?” Does your diarist understand that this is just water and how important the water is? What can your diary tell you about the heroism of the everyday life?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DaVrn1Sz0H8 

PS. This video keeps getting closed down, but it just moves somewhere else. If the link is dead, search the web for ‘This is water’ and if you find a video that begins like this ~

There are these two young fish swimming along and they happen to meet an older fish swimming the other way, who nods at them and says 'Morning, boys. How's the water?' And the two young fish swim on for a bit, and then eventually one of them looks over at the other and goes 'What the hell is water?'

~ with two goldfish talking, you’re in the right place.

