
10. Diary 1935 A holiday in Russia [Joint 

project: 2 students ~ + related essays] 
by Miss C. M. Gaskill (Billy) 
Miss Gaskill, (later Mrs Constance Sharps’) journey 

consists of a trip via the Russian Vessel MV SMOLNY 

from London to Leningrad, then on to Moscow by train. 

Her time in Russia is divided between Leningrad and 

Moscow. 

This is a handwritten, illustrated, leather-bound 

account in two volumes of one young lady’s 

experiences on a cruise from London to the USSR and 

of her experiences there. Miss Gaskill appears to be in 

her thirties. This diary is unusual in that she is alone, her 

father waving her off at Lime Street station in Liverpool. 

She describes the journey and the company in some  

detail, compares life in the USSR to 

life in Britain, describes the people she 

meets and looks in some detail at 

Russian culture and social organisation. 

In some ways, this account is more of 

a travelogue than a diary, as there are 

few dated entries, most sections being 

divided by chapter headings: Life on 

Board, Art Galleries and Museums, 

Travel, Food and Drink, Cinemas, 

Theatre, Moscow, Lenin and the 

Revolution, Marriage and Divorce, 

Criminal Court, Religion, Shopping, 

Language, People. As in her other 

travelogues, Miss Gaskill’s account is 

accompanied by some stunning 

illustrations and paintings. The account 

is in two volumes, both measuring 

20cm x 30cm. Volume one contains 

over 90 photos, 60 pictures/postcards, 

tickets, Leningrad & Moscow guides, 

Moscow Metro Guide, newspapers, 3 

maps, Hotel Receipts, stamps etc. 

Volume 2 contains a hand-drawn map 

and 150 pages of handwritten text. At 

the rear are many exquisite 

illustrations both in watercolour and 

wood or linocut, each one signed by the author. The pages are made with a heavy weave 



paper watermarked ‘unbleached1934’. The combined weight of the two volumes is 3kg.  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


